TALLONG COMMUNITY FOCUS GROUP INC

Contact:
President@tallong.com.au
Christine Wursten
Dear TCFG members,

This report is presented to advise of what the committee has undertaken in
2023-4 period. | would like to start by Thanking the committee for their time and commitment
to volunteering over the past year. Each committee contributes in different ways and they are all
very much valued and appreciated. As the world is becoming increasingly busy and stressful it
puts enormous pressure on volunteers, we are all so time poor these days! | am grateful for all
that the amazing group of volunteers give and do for the Tallong community.

| am pleased to announce to the community that we have a full committee of 7 for 2025 as per
our constitution. We also have a growing group of volunteers that make up the Tallong Apple Day
committee, and | would like to congratulate them on a very successful 2024 Apple Day after
what was a very stressful and disappointing postponement of the May festival date due to local
road works which made impossible to facilitate the day safely. More detailed information re
Tallong Apple Day in Report on 2024 festival.

The TCFG committee continue to inform Tallong residents of any information regarding the area
via our Facebook page, Instagram, newsletters, community noticeboard, The Midge Tallong and
articles of the Tallong Twittering’s. There are a few to thank for the communications Janet and
Dugald Black, Margaret Botticchio, Geoff Clarke, Kerry Lawrence, Tallong Park Estate for
communications within the estate. A very big thankyou to Boral and Sharon Makin for help with
printing of newsletters and Apple Day flyers etc, it is greatly appreciated.

Since the last AGM the TCFG committee have undertaken many projects and applied for grants
for local improvements. We continue to work closely and build relations with Goulburn
Mulwaree Council, Boral, Holcim and Gunlake to benefit our community.

We held our Anzac Day service with great attendance by locals and thank TPS and the children
for attending, CWA, Tallong Hall Trust, Tallong Park Estate and The Midge Tallong for their
involvement. We also would like to acknowledge Rev Terry Unger, Cr Daniel Strickland for your
contributions and Geoff Kettle for a being our MC for the service and Tallong RFS for attending
and participating in the service. | would also like to thank the committee- Karen for making
delicious Anzac biscuits for all to enjoy, Troy for ensuring sound and the official protocols are in
adhered to and to those who helped set up/pack up on the day.

We held many events this past year with Paint n Sip being a great part of our community
engagement program. These events held at the hall have bought many locals together, new
friendships formed and of course learnt a new skill!l We also held a Trivia night which was well
attended and enjoyed by locals and from surrounding areas.
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A concert-Band Eclypse was a fantastic night and everyone thoroughly enjoyed having live
music in Tallong something that we have enjoyed many times over the past few years, and we
look forward to having another live music actin 2025.

Tallong Apple Day committee held a FREE event funded by TAD funds ‘Trivia and Karaoke Night’
A full Karaoke package was set up in the hall with TAD purchasing a monitor and electrical
cords, song package and thankyou to Troy for allowing us to use his professional equipment and
providing his expertise for the evening. A thankyou to Heidi for providing Trivia prior to Karaoke
which was enjoyed by all who attended the evening. This evening was the TAD committee’s way
of saying thankyou to locals for your support and understanding and for any inconvenience’s
that may have affected locals before, during and after the festival. This is something that we
have done for the past few years.

The TCFG and TAD committee’s hosted the BIG LIFT team from Sydney to assist us with
preparations for Tallong Apple Day Festival. This included 26 volunteers arriving early morning
and working on various projects throughout the day. A huge task was undertaken with the
catering, with every food requirement imaginable on the dietary requirement list. We all enjoyed
morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea. They were an absolute delight to have join us for the day
and we achieved all what was on our task sheet for the day, we are very grateful for their help
and massive contributions in preparation for Apple Day.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thankyou the local group of ladies that come
together weekly In the park to weed, water and keep the Jim Watling Walkway and all other
gardens look fantastic and enjoy a cuppa and cake in the gazebo after hours of work. Their
enormous contributions are very much appreciated and recognised by the committee and
locals. They are always happy to have anyone join in, a great way to meet locals and enjoy our
beautiful gardens!

This year we were very pleased to acquire a new glass display cabinet, for the trophies and to
have some history items on display throughout the year. It is a wonderful addition to the hall and
finally we have a placed to keep our trophies for all to see and enjoy. We also purchased new
picnic table/chair sets to be used at community events and 3 extra large garden troughs for the
front of the hall. We thank Bunnings Goulburn for supplying soil and plants for the troughs and
planting them for us. These items were made possible using The Tallong Discretionary funds
made available from Goulburn Mulwaree Council.

The Big Lift day was also funded by the discretionary funding, maintaining and beautifying the
Tallong Park and surrounding areas.

We also were lucky enough to have Mural artist Joe Quilter turn our ordinary water tanks, and
our shed into interesting works of art, capturing what’s important to Tallong-History, Heritage,
Respect and Flora and Fauna. A wonderful colourful addition to our park, gardens and
playground areas.

We capped off the year with the wonderful addition of the NEW RED APPLE on the corner of
Highland Way and Caoura Rd. This represents our strong commitment to recognise our strong
APPLE heritage which looks wonderful at night highlighting our TALLONG garden sign.

These items were made possible using The Tallong Discretionary funds made available from
Goulburn Mulwaree Council, for which we are very grateful.



On behalf of the TCFG we would like to thank the Tallong Hall Trust for your continued support
and generosity in allowing the community to have use of the Memorial Hall. We would also like
to thank other local organisations for your enormous support and voluntary contributions to our
community-St Stephens Church, Tallong Public School, Tallong RFS, The Midge, CWA and The
Lions Club.

If you would like to be involved in any aspect of the TCFG or TAD committees, please feel free to
reach out to any committee member.

Finally, | would like to thank everyone for their continued support and help over the past year
and helping making Tallong a wonderful place to live and enjoy!

I would also like to announce that this will be my final year on the TCFG committee, after many
years of giving 100% commitment | will look forward to devoting my time to my family.

As my family members have moved away from the area, | would like to be free to spend time
whenever | can with them and feel that | will not be able to devote the time required to fulfil the
role of president. | am hoping that this will allow hew members to consider becoming involved
in this wonderful group of locals all with the same intentions- to help improve Tallong. | have
made wonderful friends and connections over the years and will continue to assist whenever
possible in the future. It is most important to ensure the TCFG continues for the good of the
community, in 2026 it has been operational for 20 years a wonderful achievement!

| wish you all a Wonderful Christmas and Prosperous New Year
We look forward to a busy productive 2025

With Regards

Christine Wursten

President



