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TALLONG COMMUNITY
FOCUS GROUP

Introducing Our New Logo

The Tallong Community Focus Group (TCFG) is delighted to unveil our logo, which was
developed in response to feedback gathered from our Facebook poll. The design features the
Apple and the wording "Home of the big apple," which emerged as the clear favourite among
respondents. After refining the concept based on community input, we are proud to present the
final version and hope it resonates with you as much as it does with us.

Committee Activities and Community Engagement

In recent months, the TCFG committee has dedicated efforts to address requests from
community members. Our primary goals have been to promote our identity, communicate our
activities, and provide clear channels for contact. To this end, we have updated the Tallong
website, which now offers a wealth of information and historical insights about Tallong. If you
have not visited the website recently, we encourage you to explore its extensive content.

Defibrillator Information Session

The TCFG organised a free Defibrillator information session in response to local requests. This
initiative aims to raise awareness about the Defibrillator installed at The Midge, thanks to the
support of the Midge for hosting this essential device in a central location within Tallong.
Funding for this project was provided by the Tallong Discretionary Funds.

First Aid Course

Following further requests from the community, we have arranged a First Aid Course to be held
at Tallong Memorial Hall. Details can be found in the attached flyer.

Apple Day Festival Volunteer Appreciation

The Tallong Apple Day Committee is excited to announce a special event in March to thank our
volunteers and the wider Tallong community for their invaluable support of the Apple Day
Festival. Please refer to the attached flyer for event details.

Open Forum and Tallong Discretionary Funds

On 12th January, TCFG invited the community to an open forum at Tallong Memorial Hall. The
purpose was to gather suggestions, address concerns, and discuss the Tallong Discretionary
Funds. These funds, provided annually by Goulburn Mulwaree Council, are intended to enhance
Tallong and have supported various projects over the years—including garden beds, sculptures
along the walkway, the Big Apple Sculpture, the Jim Watling Walkway, planting and earthworks,
the "Welcome to Tallong" sign, history signage, trophy display cabinet, park murals, gardening
maintenance, many others that have been completed and community insurance levies.



The TCFG approaches the management of these funds with great care, striving to maximise their
impact for the benefit of the community. Once decisions regarding their use are made,
proposals are submitted to GMC for approval before implementation. Considerations include
ongoing maintenance, future costs, value for money, and overall community benefit. To
minimise future maintenance, the committee prioritises projects that involve one-off costs and
require little to no ongoing upkeep.

Staying Connected with the Committee

The committee recognises that many community members may be unable to attend meetings
regularly due to work and family responsibilities. To ensure everyone has the opportunity to
participate and have their voices heard, we encourage you to reach out and communicate with
us through our website. This approach allows for ongoing engagement without the need for
additional special meetings. In addition to this, we will continue to hold a half-hour open forum
before each of our bi-monthly meetings. This provides a dedicated time for community
members to share their thoughts, suggestions, and concerns with the committee in person. We
also recommend following our Facebook page to stay informed about meeting reminders,
important updates, and notifications relevant to the Tallong community.

Community Consultation: "Painting the Pot" Project

In 2023, community consultation was conducted for the "Painting the Pot" project, which
involves the large water tank opposite the hall. This tank, currently leased by Boral, holds water
pumped from the weir in Tallong, is accessible for community firefighting and hall purposes.
Following consultation and receiving many letters of community support, the committee
engaged Mr Joe Quilter a professional mural artist, to develop a mural based on community
ideas, emphasising local fauna and flora.

Project Vision: Transforming the Water Tank

The mural aims to transform the tank into a vibrant allegory and attractive artwork, contributing
to Tallong's visual appeal and uniqueness. By reimagining this prominent structure, the project
seeks to enhance the town’s identity while creating a focal point that resonates with both
residents and visitors. The revitalised tank will serve not only as a visually engaging landmark
but also as a testament to Tallong’s ongoing dedication to community pride and artistic
expression. Joe Quilter has also connected with the Solo Art Trail, and Tallong has been
accepted as part of this significant Australian art journey, which attracts visitors to towns to
view remarkable artworks.

Celebrating Local Art and History

Tallong boasts a rich array of public art installations, including several park murals, locally
crafted sculptures, and gardens, all free for community enjoyment. The town also offers other
attractions such as Badgerys Lookout, Long Point Lookout, and distinctive local businesses that
embody small-town charm and hospitality.

We acknowledge and respect the existing artwork on the "Pot," created over 20 years ago by
local community members with paint supplied by Boral. This project transformed the water tank
from a neglected structure into a source of community pride. As part of the new mural project,
we will document the history of the current artwork by capturing professional photographs and
collecting original images and historical information. A sign will be installed at the site to honour
and preserve its legacy for all to see.



Next Steps and Community Involvement

Although bringing this project to fruition has been a journey—spanning three years of

community consultations, design development, and sourcing of funding—we are now thrilled to
see it nearing reality. We have collaborated closely with Joe Quilter, who, recognising the
importance of this initiative for Tallong, has generously reduced his fee significantly. This has
allowed us to proceed without compromising on the quality or scope of the proposed works.
Joe’s commitment to Tallong is already evident, having previously completed the murals in our

park that many in the community cherish.

Your input remains vital as we move forward. We invite you to scan the provided QR
code and use the “Contact Us” link on our website to share your support or raise any

concerns you may have. We will respond to each submission as promptly as
possible, as your perspectives and feedback are highly valued by the committee.

Funding and Project Timeline

As with all funding opportunities, time is of the essence. The committee is keen to see this
amazing and exciting project come to life within the year. Prompt access to funding will ensure
that the mural’s development proceeds smoothly, allowing Tallong to enjoy the benefits of this
revitalised community landmark as soon as possible. The timely completion of the mural will
not only enhance the town’s visual appeal but also reinforce the ongoing commitment to

celebrating local art and history.

Claim the Date: Tallong Anzac Day Service

The Tallong community is warmly invited to attend the Anzac Day Service, which will be held on
Saturday, 25th April at the Tallong Memorial Hall. The ceremony is scheduled to commence at
10:00 am. Following the service, morning tea will be served. This special occasion provides an
opportunity for residents and visitors alike to come together, pay their respects, and reflect on
the significance of Anzac Day. All are welcome to attend and participate in this meaningful

community event. -
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Tallong Apple Day Festival 2026

The Tallong Apple Day Festival will be held on Sunday, 27th September 2026.
This year marks a significant milestone, as the festival celebrates 20 years since
the community first came together to honour Tallong’s rich apple-growing
heritage. This special event is a testament to the enduring spirit of Tallong,
bringing residents and visitors together in a shared appreciation of local history
and tradition. Get Involved as a Volunteer

We invite community members to join the dedicated group of local volunteers
who help bring the festival to life each year. Whether you have a little or a lot of
time to contribute, your support is valued and needed. By joining the team, you
can play a part in making this year’s festival especially memorable. contact:
tallongappledayfestival@gmail.com
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Community Noticeboard

Friday Quilters at Tallong Hall

Are you new to the area, or perhaps seeking a new hobby? We invite you to join the Friday
Quilters at Tallong Hall. Sessions are held every Friday from 10:00 to around 14:00, and the cost
is just $5 per session. Please bring your own supplies to participate.

You are welcome to stay for as little as one hour or as long as four hours—whatever suits your
schedule. For lunch, you can either bring your own or purchase something from The Midge,
conveniently located just a minute away.

Everyone is welcome, from complete beginners to experienced quilters. For more information,
contact Maureen on 0429 471 876, or simply come along and join in. We would love to see you
there!

Membership Renewal - June 2025-2026

It’s time to renew or join your local community group. The TCFG association has been active
since 2005, serving the community on many levels. Our aim is to promote, advocate and foster
the interests of the Tallong community and to organise community events.

The membership is an annual subscription of $2.50 per person/year or $10 for 5 years

The payment goes towards TCFG Anzac Day costs, insurance, providing tea/coffee etc at events
and helping maintain the walkway costs. Meetings are held bi-monthly at Tallong Hall, meetings
are for the committee, but members of the community can request to attend, Please email
president@tallong.com

TCFG MEMBERSHIP SLIP 2025-2026
Name:
Name:
Phone:
Email:

Please give details if you would like to be involved in the garden group- meets at Tallong
Memorial Park or Tallong Apple Day -we need volunteers!

Amount Paid: | year $2.50 =$ or5years $10.00 =$
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CHEERS TO OURQJ
VOLUNTEERS &

COMMUNITY?Y

A NIGHT TO GIVE THANKS TO OUR APPLE DAY VOLUNTEERS
& TALLONG RESIDENTS - ALL ARE WELCOME!

TALLONG APPLE DAY COMMITTEE PRESENTS:

FREE EVENT!

21°" FEBRUARY, 2026
TALLONG MEMORIAL HALL

LIVE MUSIC BY :

NS MULLRAY

BYO FOOD & DRINKS
DOORS: 6:30PM
MUSIC FROM 7:30PM
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FIRST AID COURSE
Sunday 8" March

Where: Tallong Memorial Hall
Cost: $175 (catering inc.)
Duration: 9am start (6 hours)
RSVP: 1°' March to 0408444892

Course Overview:

Delivered by Doug Judge Training, Registered 3rd Party Provider with
Allens Training Pty Ltd, a Registered Training Organisation (RTO 90909)

Course will cover the following units:
HLTAIDOO09 - Provide cardiopulmonary resuscitation
HLTAIDOI10 - Provide basic emergency life support
HLTAIDOT1 - Provide First Aid
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WINIFRED MAY ONSLOW “
15™ APRIL 1925 -
6™ NOVEMBER 2025

The Tallong community has lost
its oldest member with the
death of Winifred May Onslow
— known to one and all as
“Win” - at Warrigal Nursing
Home, Goulburn. Win passed
peacefully in her sleep just six
months after celebrating her
100t birthday.

Born in Moss Vale Hospital to
parents David and Lucy f
Charles, she was the second
child, with her brother Bill six
years older.

Planting an apple tree at Rock Lily. 2006

Her parents had settled on a property they called Rock Lily about 16kms out of Tallong on
Caoura Road, where they hand cleared the land with the good quality timber sold for railway
sleepers and pit props and established an apple and pear orchard. By the time Win was born
they had completed a house of rammed earth with a timber floor and a galvanised iron roof,
the remains of which can still be seen on the property today.

When Win was born in 1925, WW1 was only a short memory away. Tallong Memorial Hall was
only 5 years old. The railway line from Moss Vale to Goulburn had only been duplicated 10
years previously. The orchard industry was thriving. Life on the land was hard work but happy
for the growing family. Home-schooled, Win and Bill were a vital part of the family workforce
where the concept of “all hands on deck” in all weathers and temperatures, bred tough and
resilient people.

During WW2 with Bill away in the army, Win took over all his farming chores, including
learning to drive the 1936 International one ton truck, so that if anything happened to her
father, she would be able to help. She ploughed with horse-drawn machinery, sprayed and
harvested the fruit, helped with fencing and with the harvesting of wattle bark for the tanning
industry, assisted with her mother’s egg production business and her father’s commercial
vegetable growing.

In 1943, she met a young man from Bulli — Harry Onslow — who had come to the Charles’
property to shoot and trap rabbits. Married on 30" August 1952, they continued the
pioneering life and started from scratch. Harry bought 330 acres closer to Tallong, from Win’s
father before they were married, building a stringy bark hut, and clearing the land surrounding
it. They called the block Ocean View and grew swedes and other produce, packing and
delivering the harvest to Tallong train station for transport to Sydney. Such was the hard life



in the ‘40s and ‘50s that one harvest yielded less return than the cost of the sacks it was
packed in!

Post-war rationing of building materials meant only one bag of cement a month was available
to build the family home so, ever resourceful, they built a house with steam train ash emptied
at Tallong station, mixed with cement and water which created a lightweight concrete which
was then formed up as walls. Side-by side they made the most of what was available to make
a home for themselves and their two daughters.

Bushfires had always been a risk and burning off in winter and clearing around the houses and
sheds, was a part of life. The big one, of course, in Win’s life was the 1965 Chatsbury fire which
burnt out the orchards at Rock Lily and came very close to burning down the house at Ocean
View. Win, Harry, and the girls fought that one by themselves - everyone could only defend
their own. After the fire, Win and Harry cut and supplied firewood to around 30 regular
customers in the Tallong, Wingello, Marulan, and Goulburn areas. They kept many people
warm and fed. Even when their customers couldn’t afford to cover the cost of the wood, they
never saw anyone go without.

Harry passed away after a long illness on 15* May 2004, but Win stayed on at Ocean View,
welcoming all the new-comer tree changers, a much-loved local identity. If a neighbour
needed support or help anytime during the day or night, rain hail or shine, irrespective of the
task, Win was there. Finally in 2014, she became too frail to remain in her home and moved
to Warrigal Nursing Home, Goulburn where she was cared for with love and kindness
throughout her residency.

So Win: mum, nan, grand-nan, wife, sister, sister-in-law, cousin, daughter, friend but also
mechanic, fencer, plumber, wood cutter, saw bench operator, cream separator, milkmaid,
gardener, cook, housekeeper, hairdresser, exterminator, butcher, baker, concrete maker,
musician, seamstress, preserver, listener, knitter, story teller, emergency rescuer, snake fighter,
and a great shot with a rifle or shotgun. We will all miss you but especially your daughters,
Linda and Joan, sons-in-law Brian(dec) and Peter, your grandchildren and their partners, and
beloved great-grandchildren.

A celebration of the life of Winifred May Onslow was held at Craig’s Hill Chapel, Goulburn on
17 November 2025, led by Kane Downie, followed by interment at the Goulburn Cemetery.

Obituary by Janet Black with much input from Kane Downie.



Vale two old residents.
The Tallong community was sad to note the passing of Win Onslow
on 6" November 2025, just six months after her 100t birthday. Until
she moved to Warrigal Nursing Home, Goulburn in 2014, Win spent
her entire life in the Tallong area, first her childhood at “Rock Lily” on
Caoura Road and then after her marriage, at “Ocean View”, slightly
closer to Tallong village. Her lifespan encompassed the time of the
timbergetters and early orcharding through to the time of lifestyle
blocks and “tree-changers”. Her obituary will be printed elsewhere in
the Messenger.

Also, sadly at the end of 2025 came news of the death of William (Bill) Hampshire, on 2™
December 2025 on the north coast of NSW. Bill Hampshire was a grandson of William and
Eliza Hatter (nee Rippon) and lived in Tallong, firstly as a small boy with his aunt and uncle,
Grace and Albert Davenport and later with his parents at the Hatter property (next to the
now Tallong Park Estate) between 1936 and 1942. During this time Bill attended Tallong
Public School where the teacher-in-charge was Mr Geoffrey Costin who had arrived to take
up his position in 1934, accompanied by his wife Marguerite and daughters Frances and
Betty. Bill was a bright boy and gained a scholarship to a Sydney private school which took
him and his parents away from Tallong in 1942. The Costins had left in 1941 but

the 2 families met up again in Sydney some years later where Bill and Frances LS
(Fran) were married in 1953. Bill and Fran have been very generous with their b
support for Tallong events over the years, contributing memories of their time
at TPS (as well as coming to the TPS Centenary Celebrations in 2014), and
allowing the use of WW1 family photographs and letters from the Hatter and
Rippon families which have greatly increased our understanding of WW1 as it
affected Tallong.
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And to finish on a happier note: after a serious motorbike accident a couple of weeks ago,
Guy Lewis is reported as being on the road to recovery.

Tallong Community Focus Group

The AGM was held November 232025 at Tallong Memorial Hall
The committee for 2025-2026 is as follows:

President: Christine Wursten Vice President: Troy Brown
Treasurer: Karen Beeston Secretary: Kerry Lawrence

Committee Members: Pam Cochrane, Belinda Agren, Magnus Agren
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