TALLONG COMMUNITY FOCUS GROUP

PRESIDENTS REPORT BY Christine Wursten

November 2025
Dear TCFG Members,

This report summarises the initiatives and activities undertaken by the
committee during the 2024-2025 period. At the outset, | wish to acknowledge
the committee's unwavering dedication and commitment to volunteering over
the past year. Each member’s unique contribution has been essential to our
collective success.

In today’s dynamic environment, the generosity of our volunteers in devoting
their time is highly commendable. Their efforts have made a significant positive
impact on the Tallong community, for which | extend my sincere gratitude.

| am pleased to confirm that, in accordance with our constitution, a full
committee of seven members has been appointed for 2025. In addition, the
Tallong Apple Day committee continues to expand, and | congratulate them on
the successful delivery of the 2025 Apple Day event.

Community Events and Activities

In December, members of the Tallong community assembled at the hall to
celebrate Christmas. The event featured gingerbread biscuit decorating for
children—thanks are due to Rodney for preparing the biscuits—and a
sausage sizzle organised by the committee, contributing to the festive
atmosphere. A highlight was the visit from the ice-cream truck, coordinated
by Kerry, which proved especially popular among attendees.

The Anzac Day service attracted strong participation from local residents.
We extend our appreciation to TPS and the children for their involvement,
as well as to Tallong Hall Trust, Tallong Park Estate, Boral, and Tallong RFS.
We also acknowledge Rev Terry Unger and Cr Daniel Strickland, who served
as MC. Further thanks go to Karen and Bel for preparing Anzac biscuits, Troy
for managing sound and official protocols, and all members involved in
event setup and pack-down.

The social night featuring the band ‘Revolution Rock’ was very well
received, reinforcing the value of live music in fostering community spirit.
Plans are underway to host another live music eventin 2026.



The Tallong Apple Day committee intended to host a volunteer appreciation
afternoon to recognise the contributions of all volunteers, due to many
being unavailable, and due to a demanding season with numerous hall
bookings and committee commitments, the Appreciation gathering will
combine with the annual free community event which has been
rescheduled for next year. We will advertise a date as soon as possible
once arrangements are finalised.

Major garden maintenance works were conducted collaboratively by the
TCFG and TAD committees after winter, in preparation for the Tallong Apple
Day Festival. These efforts included replacing deceased trees in planter
boxes, trimming, and weed spraying along the creek and walkways. A
dedicated group of volunteers continues to regularly maintain the park
gardens and convene in the gazebo for a well-deserved cuppa and
delicious home baked goodies. New participants are always welcomed,
providing opportunities to connect with other community members and
enjoy Tallong’s beautiful, shared spaces.

The TCFG committee remains committed to keeping Tallong residents informed
via our Facebook page, Instagram, newsletters and the community
noticeboard. We extend our thanks to Janet and Dugald Black, Margaret
Botticchio, who have been working on updating the Tallong history book -a
mammoth task! Thank you for being so dedicated and committed to sharing
your knowledge about Tallong’s history. We anticipate launching the New
version of The Tallong History book at the 2026 Tallong Apple Day Festival on
the 27" September. This will coincide with our 20" Anniversary of what started
out to be a community picnic celebrating our Apple Heritage to what is now
The well known and enjoyed Tallong Apple Day Festival, bringing thousands to
Tallong to enjoy a real country festival!

A special mention to Geoff Clarke for updating the community sign and
delivering along with Janet and Dugald our community newsletters. Kerry
Lawrence and Troy Brown trustees of The Tallong Memorial Hall for your
commitment to the hall trust which provided a real asset to the Tallong
Community. | would also like to acknowledge the Tallong Park Estate committee
for sharing our communications within the estate.

Special acknowledgement and appreciation goes to Boral and Sharon Makin for
their assistance with newsletter and flyer printing.



Since the last AGM, the TCFG committee has initiated several projects and
applied for grants to support local improvements. We continue to foster
collaborative relationships with Goulburn Mulwaree Council, Boral,
Holcim, and Gunlake in pursuit of positive outcomes for our community.

Recently, | have been actively advocating on behalf of Tallong regarding the
ongoing roadworks, communicating with Minister Wendy Tuckerman,
Goulburn Mulwaree Council, and NSW Roads to highlight the hazards
associated with accessing the highway from Highland Way, concerns about
the turn into Highland Way, and the unnecessary inconvenience caused by
the closure of the Marulan exit. According to an update from Minister
Tuckerman, once the concrete demolition is completed, the roadworks will
operate 24/7 with additional crews assigned, aiming to accelerate repairs
and reopen the Marulan exit as promptly as possible.

During a recent outreach meeting, | followed up on several community
matters, including necessary garden maintenance at Jim Watling Walkway
(such as removal of fallen trees), rust issues affecting the skate park ramps
(which should be addressed under warranty), and the lack of grounds
maintenance at the local cemetery. The session was well attended by both
councillors and residents. | understand that all feedback and discussions
held with Mayor Nina Dillon and councillors will be consolidated and
addressed appropriately.

Additionally, the Tallong Apple Day committee was recently recognized in
parliament for its significant dedication to the Tallong community and for
ensuring a successful 2025 Apple Day. Congratulations are extended to
this small, dedicated committee—whose achievements would not have
been possible without the invaluable assistance and support of volunteers.
Sincere thanks to everyone involved.

On behalf of the Tallong Community Focus Group | would like to wish you a
safe and Merry Christmas and a prosperous new year!




